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In honor of National Library Week we made 

We Love Our Library Pins! Stop by the li-

brary to pick one up while supplies last! 













The Quilter’s Apprentice  
Book One in the Elm Creek Quilt Series 

Recommended by Becky  

After moving with her husband, Matt, to the 

small college town of Waterford, Pennsylvania, 

Sarah McClure struggles to find a fulfilling job. 

In the meantime, she agrees to help seventy-

five-year-old Sylvia Compson prepare her fami-

ly estate, Elm Creek Manor, for sale. As part of 

her compensation, Sarah is taught how to quilt 

by this cantankerous elderly woman, who is a 

master of the craft. 

 

During their lessons, Mrs. Compson reveals 

how her family was torn apart by tragedy, jeal-

ousy, and betrayal, and her stories force Sarah 

to face uncomfortable truths about her own al-

ienation from her widowed mother. As their 

friendship deepens, Mrs. Compson confides in 

Sarah the truth about why she wants to sell Elm 

Creek Manor. In turn, Sarah seeks a way to 

bring life and joy back to the estate so Mrs. 

Compson can keep her home -- and Sarah can 

keep her cherished friend. 

 

The Quilter's Apprentice teaches deep lessons 

about family, friendship, and sisterhood, and 

about creating a life as you would a quilt: with 

time, love, and patience, piecing the miscella-

neous and mismatched scraps into a beautiful 

whole.  



Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of  an American Family 
By Robert Kolker  

The heartrending story of a midcentury American family 

with twelve children, six of them diagnosed with schizo-

phrenia, that became science's great hope in the quest to 

understand the disease. 

 

Don and Mimi Galvin seemed to be living the American 

dream. After World War II, Don's work with the Air Force 

brought them to Colorado, where their twelve children per-

fectly spanned the baby boom: the oldest born in 1945, the 

youngest in 1965. In those years, there was an established 

script for a family like the Galvins—aspiration, hard work, 

upward mobility, domestic harmony—and they worked 

hard to play their parts. But behind the scenes was a differ-

ent story: psychological breakdown, sudden shocking vio-

lence, hidden abuse. By the mid-1970s, six of the ten Gal-

vin boys, one after another, were diagnosed as schizo-

phrenic. How could all this happen to one family? 

 

 

What took place inside the house on Hidden Valley Road 

was so extraordinary that the Galvins became one of the 

first families to be studied by the National Institute of Men-

tal Health. Their story offers a shadow history of the sci-

ence of schizophrenia, from the era of institutionalization, 

lobotomy, and the schizophrenogenic mother to the search 

for genetic markers for the disease, always amid profound 

disagreements about the nature of the illness itself. And 

unbeknownst to the Galvins, samples of their DNA in-

formed decades of genetic research that continues today, 

offering paths to treatment, prediction, and even eradica-

tion of the disease for future generations. 

 

 

With clarity and compassion, bestselling and award-

winning author Robert Kolker uncovers one family's unfor-

gettable legacy of suffering, love, and hope.  

The Westville Bookworms meets in 

the first Monday of each Month at 

6:00 PM 

 

 

Monday May 3rd 

6:00 PM 


